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DATA-SHARING SYSTEM AND
DATA-SHARING METHOD

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present invention contains subject matter related to
Japanese Patent Application JP 2005-143584 filed in the
Japanese Patent Office on May 17, 2005, the entire contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a data-sharing system and
a data-sharing method that are adapted to share a data file
among a plurality of devices.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, the advance of the communication tech-
nologies has been significant. For example, communications
services including electronic-mail systems achieved on the
basis of the Internet Protocol (IP) network and mobile phones
achieved on wireless-communication systems have become
indispensable for ordinary users for their daily life and busi-
ness. Further, services including IP-telephone systems, IP-
mobile-phone systems, and so forth that are achieved by using
the IP network, as the conversation line, and technologies
adapted to establish a TV-phone system and hold a TV con-
ference have become also available.

Further, systems for sharing a data file among devices
connected to one another via a network, as is the case with the
above-described examples, have been discussed. For
example, data-file transmission-and-reception systems con-
figured to share a data file accumulated on a file server among
at least two devices have been proposed. An example of the
above-described data-file transmission-and-reception sys-
tems is disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2002-351731 (paragraphs [0023] to [0036]
and FIG. 5). According to the above-described example, data
transfer is performed between a client terminal and a File-
Transfer-Protocol (FTP) server by using a program running
on a Web server, the program relating to Hypertext Transfer
Protocol (HTTP). Subsequently, even though the client ter-
minal does not include an FTP client software program, a data
file can be transmitted and/or received between the client
terminal and the FTP server by performing a drag-and-drop
operation through the client terminal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the past, for sharing a data file among devices via a
network, operations including transmitting information about
the path of the data file on a network and/or a file server had
to be performed on the reception-device side. Particularly,
when the data file is shared among remote places, as is the
case with an electronic conference, it is troublesome to
inform a conferee on the other end of the electronic confer-
ence of the path information. Therefore, a highly-operable
system which can transmit and/or receive the data file without
worrying about the location of the data file has been
demanded.

Accordingly, there is a need for a data-sharing system
which can be easily operated, so as to share a data file among
a plurality of devices. Further, there is a need for a data-
sharing method adapted to share the data file among the
plurality of devices with increased operability.
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According to an embodiment of the present invention,
therefore, a data-sharing system configured to share a data file
among a plurality of devices includes a plurality of informa-
tion-processing devices which can store at least one data file,
afile server which manages at least one of the data files, the at
least one data file being shared, and a mobile terminal which
controls an operation performed, so as to share the at least one
data file stored in each of the information-processing devices.
The file server includes a file-management unit configured to
receive and store at least one of the at least one data file stored
in any of the information-processing devices, when it is
requested that the data file for the reception and storing be
registered, as an object to be used by the other information-
processing device, a shared-information transmission unit
configured to transmit file-sharing information including
location information and attribute information of the at least
one data file stored in the file-management unit, and a first
file-transmission unit configured to return the data file corre-
sponding to the data file stored in the file-management unit
upon receiving an instruction to select the data file stored in
the file-management unit. Each of the information-process-
ing devices includes a second file-transmission unit which
transmits the at least one data file stored in the information-
processing device to the file server upon receiving request
information transmitted from the mobile terminal, the request
information indicates that it is requested that the at least one
data file stored in the information-processing device be reg-
istered, as the object to be used by the other information-
processing device, and a shared-information transfer unit
which transfers the file-sharing information to the mobile
terminal, the file-sharing information being transmitted from
the file server after the second file-transmission unit transmits
the data file to the file server. The mobile terminal includes a
registration-request unit which makes a request of any of the
information-processing devices to register a predetermined
data file of the at least one data file stored in the information-
processing device, as the object to be used by the other infor-
mation-processing device, and a transmission-request unit
configured to select the data file to be received on the basis of
the attribute information included in the file-sharing informa-
tion transmitted from the information-processing device,
access the file server on the basis of the location information
corresponding to the selected data file, and make a request of
the file server to transmit the selected data file.

In the above-described data-sharing system, the registra-
tion-request unit of the mobile terminal makes a request of
any of the information-processing devices to register the pre-
determined data file stored in the information-processing
device, as the object data file. In the information-processing
device which had received the request, the second file-trans-
mission unit transmits the corresponding data file to the file
server. In the file server, the transmitted data file is stored in
the file-management unit and the shared-information-trans-
mission unit transmits the file-sharing information to the
information-processing device which is the transmission
source of the data file, the file-sharing information including
the location information and attribute information of the at
least one data file stored in the file-management unit. In the
information-processing device, the shared-information trans-
fer unit transfers the file-sharing information transmitted
from the file server to the mobile terminal.

In the mobile terminal, the transmission-request unit
selects the data file for reception on the basis of the attribute
information included in the transferred file-sharing informa-
tion, accesses the file server on the basis of the location
information corresponding to the selected data file, and
makes the request of the file server to transmit the data file. In
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the file server, the first file-transmission unit transmits the
selected data file for which the transmission request is made
to the mobile terminal. Subsequently, the selected data file
can be transmitted to the mobile terminal and used, so as to
confirm the contents thereof, for example.

In the above-described data-sharing system, a data file
stored in any of the information-processing devices is stored
in the file-management unit of the file server and registered, as
the object data file to be used by the other device, and the
file-sharing information corresponding to the registered data
file is transmitted to the mobile terminal according to the
request made by the mobile terminal. The file-sharing infor-
mation includes the location information of the object data
file and the mobile terminal and/or the other device can access
the data file according to the location information. Subse-
quently, the data file stored in the information-processing
device can be shared by performing simple operations by
using the mobile terminal. Further, the file-sharing informa-
tion includes the attribute information of the at least one data
file stored in the file-management unit of the file server so that
the mobile terminal can select and receive an adequate data
file according to the attribute information. That is to say, the
mobile terminal can receive a data file suitable therefor and
use the data file, so as to confirm the contents thereof, for
example. Subsequently, the operability for sharing the data
file is increased.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an example configuration of a communica-
tion system according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the configuration of an
electronic-conference terminal;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the configuration of
each of a personal computer (PC) and an expansion box;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a
mobile terminal;

FIG. 5 schematically shows the entire operations per-
formed for sharing a data file; and

FIG. 6 shows the sequence of processing procedures per-
formed for making the data file sharable.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the attached drawings.
FIG. 1 shows an example configuration of a communication
system according to an embodiment of the present invention.
The communication system includes electronic-conference
terminals 10a and 1056, wireless local-area-network (LAN)
access points (AP) 20a and 205, a personal computer (PC) 30
and the expansion box 40 thereof, and a file server 50 that are
connected to one another via a LAN (including a wide-area
network (WAN) to which the LAN is connected) 100. Fur-
ther, mobile terminals 60a and 605 can be connected to the
LAN 100 wirelessly via the wireless-LLAN access point 20a.

The electronic-conference terminals 10a and 105 are pro-
vided in remote conference rooms, respectively, so as to hold
an electronic conference, and configured to transmit and/or
receive a video signal and an audio signal to/from each other
via the LAN 100. Further, each of the electronic-conference
terminals 10a and 105 includes a wireless-communication
interface configured to perform communications according to
a short-range wireless communication scheme. Subse-
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4

quently, the electronic-conference terminals 10a and 105 can
communicate with the mobile terminals 60a and 605 in a
non-contact manner.

The wireless-LAN access points 20a and 205 are con-
nected to the LAN 100 by using cables and function, as
master units so that wireless-LLAN devices (the mobile termi-
nals 60a and 604 in this embodiment) are connected to the
line (the cables) wirelessly. Further, the wireless-L AN access
points 20a and 205 may have various security functions
required when data is transmitted and/or received by radio
communications.

In this embodiment, the PC 30 holds various data files
including still-image data, text data, drawing data, and so
forth. The expansion box 40 is connected to the LAN 100 by
using a cable and configured to communicate with the mobile
terminals 60a and 605 according to the short-range wireless
communication scheme. As will be discussed later, the expan-
sion box 40 is connected to the PC 30 according to a prede-
termined communication scheme, and has the function of
using the data files stored in the PC 30 by another device
according to a control command transmitted from the mobile
terminal 60a and/or the mobile terminal 6054. That is to say,
the expansion box 40 has the function of sharing the data files
among other devices.

The file server 50 is configured to manage the data files
shared among the devices connected to the LAN 100. The
data files that can be shared among the devices are stored in
the file server 50, as will be described later.

The mobile terminals 60a and 605 are provided, as slave
units connected to the LAN 100 via the wireless-L AN access
points 20a and 205. When connected to the LAN 100, the
mobile terminals 60a and 604 function, as call terminals
included in Internet-protocol (IP) telephone service per-
formed on the basis of voice over Internet protocol (VoIP).
Further, each of the mobile terminals 60a and 605 includes a
communication interface used for performing communica-
tions according to the short-range wireless communication
scheme so that the mobile terminals 60a and 605 can com-
municate with the electronic-conference terminals 10a and
105, and the expansion box 40 in a non-contact manner
according to the short-range wireless communication
scheme.

According to the short-range wireless communication sys-
tem, users of the electronic-conference terminals 10a and 105
have the mobile terminals 60a and 604, respectively, so that
the users can have conversations with each other by using the
IP telephone via the mobile terminals 60a and 605. Further,
the mobile terminals 60a and 605 can communicate with the
electronic-conference terminals 10a and 105 on the basis of
the short-range wireless communication scheme, respec-
tively. When an application used for holding the electronic
conference is executed, the electronic-conference terminals
10a and 105 detect the mobile terminals 60a and 605 by
performing short-range wireless communications. When the
mobile terminals 60a and 605 are authenticated, the elec-
tronic-conference terminals 10a and 105 can transmit and/or
receive information to/from the mobile terminals 60a and 605
by performing the short-range wireless communications.
After that, the electronic-conference terminals 10a and 1054
can be connected to the mobile terminals 60a and 604 via the
LAN 100 and can operate according to control commands
transmitted from the mobile terminals 60a and 605.

Further, when the mobile terminals 60a and 605 are
detected and authenticated by the expansion box 40 accord-
ing to the short-range wireless communication scheme, the
data files stored in the PC 30 can be shared among the devices
connected to the LAN 100 by operating the mobile terminals
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60a and 605. For example, when the image data stored in the
PC 30 becomes necessary while an electronic conference is
held, it becomes possible to transfer the corresponding data
file stored in the PC 30 to the electronic-conference terminal
10a and/or the electronic-conference terminal 105 by operat-
ing the mobile terminal 60a. At that time, the corresponding
data file, that is, the data file which is made sharable is man-
aged by the file server 50 and transferred from the file server
50 to another device.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the configuration of
each of the electronic-conference terminals 10a and 105. The
electronic-conference terminals 10a and 105 are configured
in the same way and include an electronic-conference-pro-
cessing unit 11, a video-processing unit 12, a speech-process-
ing unit 13, a connection-control unit 14, a LAN interface 15,
a short-range wireless interface (I/F) 16, and an input unit 17.

The electronic-conference processing unit 11 performs
processing adapted to achieve an electronic conference. More
specifically, the electronic-conference processing unit 11 per-
forms basic processing necessary for enjoying the electronic-
conference service, where the basic processing includes steps
of making settings on connection to a terminal on the other
end of the electronic conference, making settings on the
imaging-and-recording function, making settings on video-
and-speech-signal outputs, and so forth. Further, the elec-
tronic-conference processing unit 11 performs processing for
inputting and/or outputting the image signal and the speech
signal. Namely, the electronic-conference processing unit 11
outputs the video signal transmitted from the video-process-
ing unit 12 and the speech signal transmitted from the speech-
processing unit 13 to the connection-control unit 14 and/or
the LAN interface 15. Further, the electronic-conference pro-
cessing unit 11 outputs the video signal and the speech signal
transmitted thereto via the LAN interface 15 and/or the con-
nection-control unit 14 to the video-processing unit 12 and
the speech-processing unit 13, respectively, for example. Fur-
ther, the electronic-conference processing unit 11 can repro-
duce image data or the like held in the shared data file and
make a monitor 122 produce the reproduced image.

The video-processing unit 12 converts a video signal into a
digital signal, the video signal being transmitted from a cam-
era 121 externally connected to the electronic-conference
terminal, encodes the digital signal into a signal in a prede-
termined format, and outputs the encoded signal to the elec-
tronic-conference processing unit 11. Further, the video-pro-
cessing unit 12 decodes and converts the video signal
transmitted from the electronic-conference processing unit
11 into an analog signal, outputs the analog signal to the
monitor 122 externally connected to the electronic-confer-
ence terminal, and makes the monitor 122 produce an image
of the analog signal. The speech-processing unit 13 converts
a speech signal into a digital signal, the speech signal being
transmitted from a microphone 131 externally connected to
the electronic-conference terminal, encodes the digital signal
into a signal in a predetermined format, and outputs the
encoded signal to the electronic-conference processing unit
11. Further, the speech-processing unit 13 decodes and con-
verts the video signal transmitted from the electronic-confer-
ence processing unit 11 into an analog signal, outputs the
analog signal to a speaker 132 externally connected to the
electronic-conference terminal, and makes the speaker 132
reproduce speech of the analog signal.

The connection-control unit 14 performs processing
adapted to make operations of the electronic-conference pro-
cessing unit 11 controllable by using the mobile terminal 60a
and/or the mobile terminal 606 detected by the short-range
wireless interface 16. For example, the connection-control
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unit 14 controls connection to somebody on the other end in
the electronic conference according to a signal transmitted
from the input unit 17, and/or a control command transmitted
from, for example, the mobile terminal 60a and/or the mobile
terminal 605 via the short-range wireless interface 16 and/or
the LAN interface 15. Further, the connection-control unit 14
performs control over transferring a video signal and a speech
signal between the electronic-conference processing unit 11
and the LAN interface 15, control for receiving a shared data
file via the LAN interface 15 and making the electronic-
conference processing unit 11 reproduce and output an image
of the shared data file, and so forth. Further, the connection-
control unit 14 performs processing adapted to authenticate
the mobile terminal 60a and/or the mobile terminal 604
detected by the short-range wireless interface 16, device-
management processing, and so forth.

The LAN interface 15 is connected to the LAN 100 and
controls transmission and/or reception of a signal between the
line between the LAN interface 15 and he LAN 100, and the
connection-control unit 14. The short-range wireless inter-
face 16 is used for communicating with the mobile terminal
60a and/or the mobile terminal 605 according to the short-
range wireless communication scheme. In the above-de-
scribed embodiment, an electromagnetic-induction commu-
nication scheme using a wireless-IC chip is used, as the
short-range wireless communication scheme. Further, the
short-range wireless interface 16 includes a reader-and-writer
configured to apply power to the wireless IC chip provided in
each of the mobile terminals 60a and 605, and transmit and/or
receive a signal to/from the wireless IC chip. The input unit17
includes an input key or the like, so as to output the control
signal corresponding to an operation performed by the user to
the connection-control unit 14.

Further, the function adapted to control the electronic-
conference processing by using the mobile terminal 60a and/
or the mobile terminal 605 may be provided, as a device
separate from the electronic-conference terminal, as is the
case with the expansion box 40 which will be described later.
In that case, for example, the electronic-conference terminal
includes an interface to the LAN 100, communicates with the
terminal on the other end under the control of the electronic-
conference terminal, so as to transmit and/or receive image
data and speech data to/from the other-end terminal. Further,
the connection-control unit 14, the short-range wireless inter-
face 16, etc. shown in FIG. 2 are provided, as external expan-
sion devices, for example. When the expansion devices are
connected to the electronic-conference terminal by using a
communication medium such as predetermined serial com-
munications, communications performed between the elec-
tronic-conference terminals via the LAN 100 are performed
via the expansion devices. Further, the electronic-conference
terminals, and the mobile terminals 60a and 605 can be used,
as control terminals of the electronic conference.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the configuration of
each of the PC 30 and the expansion box 40. As shown in the
drawing, the PC 30 includes a central-processing unit (CPU)
31, a random-access memory (RAM) 32, a hard-disk drive
(HDD) 33, a graphic-processing unit 34, an input interface
35, a LAN interface 36, and a communication interface 37
that are connected to one another via a bus 38.

The CPU 31 controls the entire PC 30. The RAM 32
temporarily stores at least one part of a program executed by
the CPU 31 and/or various data items necessary for process-
ing performed by the program. The HDD 33 stores an oper-
ating system (OS), an application program, and various data
items.
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A monitor 34a is connected to the graphic-processing unit
34 which makes the monitor 34a produce an image on the
screen of the monitor 34a according to an instruction trans-
mitted from the CPU 31. A keyboard and a mouse (not shown)
are connected to the input interface 35 which transmits sig-
nals transmitted from the keyboard and/or the mouse to the
CPU 31 viathe bus 38. The LAN interface 36 transmits and/or
receives data to/from other devices via the LAN 100. The
communication interface 37 is provided, as a serial-commu-
nication interface, and transmits and/or receives data to/from
the expansion box 40.

Further, the file server 50 can have the same configuration
as that of the PC 30 (except for the communication interface
37). Further, the expansion box 40 is provided, as an expan-
sion device configured to perform processing adapted to
make the data files stored in the PC 30 sharable among other
devices. The expansion box 40 includes a connection-control
unit 41, a short-range wireless interface 42, a communication
interface 43, and a LAN interface 44, as shown in FIG. 3.

The connection-control unit 41 receives a control com-
mand transmitted from the mobile terminal 60a and/or the
mobile terminal 605 detected by the short-range wireless
interface 42 via the LAN interface 44 or the short-range
wireless interface 42, controls the PC 30 according to the
control command via the communication interface 43, and
makes the data files stored in the PC 30 sharable. Further, the
connection-control unit 41 performs processing adapted to
authenticate the mobile terminal 60a and/or the mobile ter-
minal 605 detected by the short-range wireless interface 42,
device-management processing, and so forth.

The short-range wireless interface 42 is configured to com-
municate with the mobile terminal 60a and/or the mobile
terminal 605 according to the short-range wireless commu-
nication scheme. Here, the short-range wireless interface 42
includes areader-and-writer configured to apply power to the
wireless IC chip provided in each of the mobile terminals 60a
and 605, and transmit and/or receive a signal to/from the
wireless IC chip. The communication interface 43 is pro-
vided, as a serial-communication interface configured to
communicate with the PC 30, for example. The LAN inter-
face 44 transmits and/or receives data to/from other devices
via the LAN 100.

Here, the function of the above-described expansion box
40 may be provided in the PC 30. For example, only the
short-range wireless interface 42 may be provided, as an
external device, and connected to the PC 30 via the serial-
communication interface.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the configuration of
either of the mobile terminals 60a and 605. The mobile ter-
minals 60a and 605 are configured in the same way so that
each of the mobile terminals 60a and 605 includes a control
unit 61, a wireless-LLAN interface 62, a short-range wireless
interface 63, a speech-processing unit 64, a display-process-
ing unit 65, an input unit 66, amicrophone 641, a speaker 642,
and a monitor 651.

The control unit 61 includes a CPU and a memory storing
a program executed by the CPU, various data items, and so
forth, for example. The control unit 61 is configured to control
each of blocks of the mobile terminals 60a and 606 in a
centralized manner. More specifically, the control unit 61
performs call processing for the IP telephone via the wireless-
LAN interface 62. Namely, the control unit 61 outputs a
speech signal transmitted from the speech-processing unit 64
to the wireless-LLAN interface 62 and outputs the speech
signal transmitted via the wireless-LLAN interface 62 to the
speech-processing unit 64. Further, the control unit 61 trans-
mits and/or receives various data items including address

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

information, a control command, and so forth via the wire-
less-LLAN interface 62 and/or the short-range wireless inter-
face 63, generates display information used for the monitor
651, and outputs the generated display information to the
display-processing unit 65.

The wireless-LAN interface 62 is an interface circuit used
for connecting to the LAN 100 via the wireless-LLAN access
point 20a and/or the wireless-LLAN access point 2056. The
wireless-LAN interface 62 demodulates a reception signal
transmitted from the wireless-LLAN access point 20a and/or
the wireless-LAN access point 205, transmits the demodu-
lated signal to the control unit 61, modulates an output signal
transmitted from the control unit 61, and transmits the modu-
lated signal to the wireless-LLAN access point 20a and/or the
wireless-LLAN access point 205 in a wireless manner.

The short-range wireless interface 63 includes a wireless-
IC chip configured to perform communications according to
the electromagnetic-induction communication scheme, an
antenna used for transmitting and/or receiving a signal, and so
forth. The short-range wireless interface 63 operates by gen-
erating power on the basis of a radio wave transmitted from
the electronic-conference terminal 104 and/or the electronic-
conference terminal 105, and the reader-and-writer (the
short-range wireless interfaces 16 and 42) provided in the
expansion box 40, so as to transmit and/or receive a signal
to/from the electronic-conference terminal 10a and/or the
electronic-conference terminal 105, and/or the expansion box
40.

The speech-processing unit 64 converts a speech signal
transmitted from the microphone 641 into a digital signal,
encodes the digital signal into a signal in a predetermined
format, and outputs the encoded signal to the control unit 61.
Further, the speech-processing unit 64 decodes and converts
the speech signal transmitted from the control unit 61 into an
analog signal and outputs the analog signal to the speaker 642
so that the speaker 642 reproduces the signal. The display-
processing unit 65 generates a video signal on the basis of
display information generated by the control unit 61 and
outputs the video signal to the monitor 651 including a liquid-
crystal display (LCD) so that the monitor 651 produces an
image of the video signal. The input unit 66 includes an input
key or the like and outputs the control signal corresponding to
an operation performed by the user to the control unit 61.

Further, according to the above-described embodiment, the
electromagnetic-induction communication scheme is used,
as the short-range wireless communication scheme used for
performing direct communications among the electronic-
conference terminals 10a and 105, the expansion box 40, and
the mobile terminals 60a and 605. However, Bluetooth, an
infrared communication scheme, and so forth may be used, as
the short-range wireless communication scheme. Further, a
communication method using a relatively short cable may be
used in place of the wireless-communication method. For
example, a communication method achieved on the basis of
Universal Serial Bus (USB), Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronic Engineers (IEEE) 1394, and so forth may be used.

Next, operations of the above-described communication
system will be described, the operations being performed for
sharing the data files stored in the PC 30 among devices. FIG.
5 is a diagram schematically showing the entire operations
performed for sharing the data files.

FIG. 5 schematically shows example operations performed
for transmitting the data files stored in the PC 30, the data files
including data on an image, a text, a drawing, and so forth, to
the electronic-conference terminal 105 so that the electronic-
conference terminal 1056 reproduces the above-described data
while an electronic conference is held between the electronic-
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conference terminals 10a and 105. In FIG. 5, the electronic-
conference terminal 10a, and the wireless-L AN access points
20a and 205 are omitted for the sake of clarity.

In the above-described communication system, the data
files stored in the devices of the system can be shared by
performing easy operations by using the mobile terminals
60a and 605 of conferees in each conference rooms. First, for
making the data files stored in the PC 30 sharable among the
devices, the user on the electronic-conference-terminal-10a
side brings the mobile terminal 60a near to the expansion box
40 connected to the PC 30 and makes the expansion box 40
detect the mobile terminal 60a (step S11). The connection-
control unit 41 of the expansion box 40 detects the mobile
terminal 60a via the short-range wireless interface 42, and
authenticates the mobile terminal 60a. When the connection-
control unit 41 succeeds in the authentication, it becomes
possible to perform communications between the expansion
box 40 and the mobile terminal 604 via the LAN 100.

Here, the mobile terminal 60a accesses the expansion box
40 via the LAN 100 through the wireless-LLAN access point
20a and transmits a control command, so as to make a pre-
determined data file of the data files stored in the PC 30
sharable among devices. According to the control command,
the expansion box 40 controls the PC 30 so that the predeter-
mined data file is uploaded to the file server 50 and stored, as
an object to be shared (step S12). Then, the expansion box 40
transmits file-sharing information indicating that the prede-
termined data file becomes sharable to the mobile terminal
60a viathe LAN 100 (step S13). The file-sharing information
includes location information including the uniform resource
locator (URL) of the predetermined data file stored in the file
server 50, the attribute information of the predetermined data
file, and so forth. By acquiring the file-sharing information,
the mobile terminal 60a can make other devices use the
predetermined data file and/or use the predetermined data file.

Further, for uploading the data file stored in the PC 30 to the
file server 50 after the mobile terminal 60« is detected by the
expansion box 40, the mobile terminal 60q transmits a control
command according to an operation input transmitted from
the user, and the expansion box 40 makes the PC 30 upload
the data file according to the control command. For example,
when the icon of the data file is selected on the monitor 34a
connected to the PC 30, and the control command is trans-
mitted from the mobile terminal 60a, operations adapted to
make the data file sharable (steps S12 and S13) are per-
formed. On the other hand, the above-described operations
(steps S12 and S13) may be started automatically when the
mobile terminal 60aq is detected by the expansion box 40 (step
S11) after the data file is selected in the above-described
manner. In that case, the control command and the file-shar-
ing information may be transferred via the short-range wire-
less interfaces 42 and 64 of the devices.

Next, an IP-telephone conversation is started between the
mobile terminals 60a and 605, so as to make the electronic-
conference terminal 105 use the data file uploaded to the file
server 50, and the file-sharing information is transmitted from
the mobile terminal 60a to the mobile terminal 605 by per-
forming steps of message transmission executed on the basis
of VoIP (step S14). The user on the electronic-conference-
terminal-105 side brings the mobile terminal 605 near to the
electronic-conference terminal 105 and makes the electronic-
conference terminal 105 detect the mobile terminal 605 (step
S15). The connection-control unit 14 of the electronic-con-
ference terminal 105 detects the mobile terminal 605 via the
short-range wireless interface 16, and authenticates the
mobile terminal 605. When the connection-control unit 14
succeeds in the authentication, it becomes possible to perform
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communications between the electronic-conference terminal
105 and the mobile terminal 605 via the LAN 100.

Next, the mobile terminal 605 transmits the file-sharing
information and the control command to the electronic-con-
ference terminal 1056 via the LAN 100 according to an opera-
tion input transmitted from the user and makes a request of the
electronic-conference terminal 105 to download the data file
corresponding to the file-sharing information from the file
server 50 (step S16). Upon receiving the request, the elec-
tronic-conference terminal 105 downloads the corresponding
data file from the file server 50 according to the file-sharing
information (step S17). Subsequently, it becomes possible to
use the corresponding data file in the electronic-conference
terminal 105.

While the above-described operations adapted to down-
load the data file are performed, processing procedures per-
formed at steps S15 and S16 may include the following pro-
cessing. Namely, after the mobile terminal 60« is detected by
the electronic-conference terminal 105, the mobile terminal
605 may automatically transmit the file-sharing information
to the electronic-conference terminal 105 and make a request
for downloading the data file. In that case, the control com-
mand and/or the file-sharing information may be transferred
through the short-range wireless interfaces 16 and 63 of the
devices.

The above-described processing procedures performed at
steps S11 to S17 are basic operation steps performed for
sharing the data files. At steps S11 to S17, a data file which is
made sharable is stored and registered with the file server 50
and the file-sharing information including information about
the location of the data file is transmitted to a device which
uses the data file via the mobile terminal 60a and/or the
mobile terminal 605. That is to say, the file-sharing informa-
tion functions, as a ticket to the usage of the data file regis-
tered with the file server 50. Since the file-sharing informa-
tion is transferred through the network, each of the devices on
the network is informed of the location of the data file so that
the devices can access and use the data file.

Subsequently, even though the user does not perform
operations, so as to set information indicating the original
location of the data file, the device which uses the data file can
acquire the data file. Further, the file-sharing information
does not include the corresponding data file and is generated,
as data with a relatively small capacity. Therefore, the file-
sharing information can be transtferred for performing com-
munication service with a small transmission band such as
IP-telephone message-transmission service. Further, by
introducing the operations performed, so as to make a data file
sharable, and the operations including bringing the mobile
terminal 60a and/or the mobile terminal 605 near to the
device which uses the data file so that the device detects the
mobile terminal, so as to make the device download the data
file, it becomes possible to perform the above-described
operations by performing an intuitive operation.

Further, according to the example operations, the data file
stored in the PC 30 is used by the electronic-conference
terminal 105. However, the data file may be used by the
electronic-conference terminal 10a. In that case, the mobile
terminal 60a which had acquired the file-sharing information
is brought near to the electronic-conference terminal 10a so
that the electronic-conference terminal 10a detects the
mobile terminal 60a according to the short-range wireless
communication scheme. After the mobile terminal 60a is
correctly authenticated by the electronic-conference terminal
104, the file-sharing information is transmitted from the
mobile terminal 60a to the electronic-conference terminal
104, as is the case with step S16, and a request for download-
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ing the data file is made. Subsequently, the electronic-confer-
ence terminal 10a can access the data file stored in the file
server 50 according to the file-sharing information, and
download and use the data file. Further, the mobile terminal
60a and/or the mobile terminal 605 may download and use
the corresponding data file according to the file-sharing infor-
mation.

The file-sharing information may include various types of
attribute information of the sharable data file in addition to the
location information of the sharable data file so that the
mobile terminal 60a and/or the mobile terminal 605 can per-
form processing according to the attribute information. In the
following embodiment, when the sharable data file includes
the image data, a thumbnail of the image data is prepared and
the attribute information and location information of the
thumbnail is included in the file-sharing information. Subse-
quently, the mobile terminal 60a can receive data on the
thumbnail appropriate for the mobile terminal 60a and pro-
duce an image of the data.

FIG. 6 shows the sequence of processing procedures per-
formed, so as to make the data file sharable. In the initial state,
the mobile terminal 60q is brought near to the expansion box
40, and the expansion box detects the mobile terminal 60a
according to the short-range wireless communication
scheme. Subsequently, authentication is performed between
the mobile terminal 60a and the expansion box 40. Namely,
the identification IDs, IP addresses, and so forth of the mobile
terminal 60a and the expansion box 40 are exchanged. When
the authentication is succeeded, communications can be per-
formed via the LAN 100 by using the exchanged information.

When the communications are established, the mobile ter-
minal 60a transmits a control command used for making a
desired data file stored in the PC 30 sharable among devices
to the expansion box 40 via the LAN 100 (step S21). In the
above-described, an application program is executed in the
PC 30 so that the PC 30 can operate in conjunction with the
expansion box 40. Due to the processing of the program, the
icon of the desired data file stored in the PC 30 is produced.
When the control command is transmitted according to the
operation of the mobile terminal 60a while the icon is pro-
duced, a request for making the data file sharable can be
fulfilled, the data file corresponding to the produced icon.

Upon receiving the request, the expansion box 40 controls
the PC 30 via the communication interface 43 so that the PC
30 uploads the corresponding data file to the file server 50
(step S22). Upon receiving the data file, the file server 50
generates the sharing-management region corresponding to
the request in a recording medium, and stores and registers
the data file with the region (step S23). Next, the file server 50
identifies the attribute of the registered data file. When the
data file includes image data, the file server 50 generates a
data file including a plurality of thumbnails of different reso-
Iutions (step S24). Then, the file server 50 generates file-
sharing information including the location information
(URL) of the original data file, the location information
(URL) of each of the thumbnails, the attribute information
(resolution, data size, and so forth) of each of the thumbnails,
and transmits the file-sharing information to the expansion
box 40 (step S25). When video data is registered with the
sharing-management region, the file server 50 may generate
data on a thumbnail at a predetermined position, such as the
first image of the video data.

Upon receiving the file-sharing information, the expansion
box 40 transmits a command response and the file-sharing
information to the mobile terminal 60a via the LAN 100 (step
S26). The mobile terminal 60a refers to the attribute infor-
mation of the thumbnail, the attribute information being
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included in the file-sharing information, selects the thumbnail
adequate for the capacity of the mobile terminal 60a, accesses
the file server 50 on the basis of the location information of the
thumbnail, and makes a request for transmission of the
thumbnail corresponding to the selected thumbnail (step
S27). At step S27, the adequate thumbnail is selected accord-
ing to the production capacity of the monitor 651, the pro-
cessing capacity for the production, the memory capacity, and
so forth of the mobile terminal 60a.

The file server 50 extracts the data file including the thumb-
nail for which the mobile terminal 60a makes the request and
transmits the extracted data file to the mobile terminal 60a
(step S28). Upon receiving the data file including the thumb-
nail, the mobile terminal 60a produces the thumbnail on the
monitor 651 (step S29).

Subsequently, the user of the mobile terminal 60a can
confirm the contents of the sharable data file through the
monitor 651, as if the original data file had been stored in the
mobile terminal 60a. After that, when the user makes a
request for downloading the data file to the other device, the
user can perform the request operation, as if the original data
file would be transferred from the mobile terminal 60a to the
other device.

Further, the thumbnail appropriate for the production
capacity, the memory capacity, and so forth of the mobile
terminal 60« can be selected and received on the basis of the
attribute information of the thumbnail, the attribute informa-
tion being included in the file-sharing information. Therefore,
even though the screen of the monitor 651 of the mobile
terminal 60q is reduced in size, so as not to reduce the port-
ability, and/or the processing capacity and memory capacity
of the mobile terminal 60a are reduced, so as to reduce the
manufacturing cost, the operation sensation of the user can be
increased without increasing the size and cost of the mobile
terminal 60a.

Further, in the above-described embodiment, the LAN
interface 44 is provided in the expansion box 40 connected to
the PC 30 so that communications are established between
the expansion box 40 and the mobile terminal 60a via the
LAN interface 44 and the data files stored in the PC 30 are
shared therebetween. Otherwise, the expansion box 40 and
the mobile terminal 60a may communicate with each other
directly according to the short-range wireless communication
scheme so that if the communications are performed via the
LAN 100, the expansion box 40 and the mobile terminal 60a
may communicate with each other via the LAN interface 36
of'the PC 30. In that case, when the expansion box 40 detects
the mobile terminal 60a according to the short-range wireless
communication scheme at step S11 shown in FIG. 5, the
expansion box 40 informs the mobile terminal 60a of the IP
address of the PC 30. Subsequently, the mobile terminal 60a
can communicate with the PC 30 and the expansion box 40
viathe LAN 100 according to the above-described IP address.
Further, communications are performed between the file
server 50 and the PC 30 via the LAN interface 36 ofthe PC 30,
the communications being established, so as to upload a data
file, transmit a command response, and so forth.

As has been described, the file-sharing information trans-
mitted to the mobile terminal 60q is transferred to the other
device such as the electronic-conference terminal 105, so as
to permit the use of the data file stored in the file server 50. For
example, however, when the mobile terminal 60a uses the
sharable data file, the file-sharing information may include
not only the location information but also the attribute infor-
mation so that the mobile terminal 60a can perform the pro-
cessing corresponding to the attribute information.
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For example, when a program executed by the mobile
terminal 60q is updated by using a firmware program stored in
the PC 30, the PC 30 which had received a control command
transmitted from the control terminal 60a registers a plurality
of firmware programs with different OSes and software ver-
sions with the file server 50 for the firmware program sub-
jected to the updating. Then, the location information and
attribute information (identification information of the OSes
and versions, for example) of each of the firmware programs
are included in the file-sharing information and transmitted to
the mobile terminal 60a via the PC 30. Therefore, the mobile
terminal 60a can download the firmware program adequate
for the mobile terminal 60a from the file server 50 on the basis
of the attribute information. Subsequently, it becomes pos-
sible to update the program correctly and automatically, even
though the user of the mobile terminal 60a does not specify
the location where the firmware program required for the
updating is installed.

Further, the file-sharing information including the attribute
information may be transmitted from the mobile terminal 60a
to the other device (the electronic-conference terminal 10a
and/or the electronic-conference terminal lob) so that the
destination device can receive an adequate firmware program
transmitted from the file server 50 on the basis of the attribute
information.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A data-sharing system configured to share a data file
among a plurality of devices, the data-sharing system com-
prising:

a plurality of information-processing devices which can

store at least one data file;

a file server which manages the at least one data file; and

a mobile terminal which controls an operation performed,

to share the at least one data file stored in one of the
plurality of information-processing devices,

wherein the file server includes

file-management means for receiving and storing the at
least one data file stored in the one of the plurality of
information-processing devices, when it is requested
that the at least one data file be registered, as an object
to be used by an other of the plurality of information-
processing devices;

shared-information transmission means for transmitting
file-sharing information including location informa-
tion and attribute information of the at least one data
file stored by the file-management means; and

first file-transmission means for returning the at least
one data file stored by the file-management means
upon receiving an instruction to select the at least one

data file stored by the file-management means,
wherein
each of the plurality of information-processing devices
includes

second file-transmission means for transmitting the at
least one data file, which is stored in the respective
information-processing device to the file server upon
receiving request information transmitted from the
mobile terminal, the request information indicating
that it is requested that the at least one data file stored
in the respective information-processing device be
registered, as the object to be used by the other of the
plurality of information-processing devices; and
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shared-information transfer means for transferring the file-
sharing information to the mobile terminal, the file-
sharing information being transmitted from the file
server, after the second file-transmission means trans-
mits the at least one data file to the file server, and
wherein

the mobile terminal includes

registration-request means for making a request of the
one of the plurality of information-processing devices
to register the at least one data file stored in the one of
the plurality of information-processing devices, as the
object to be used by the other of the plurality of
information-processing devices; and

transmission-request means for selecting the at least one
data file to be received on the basis of the attribute
information included in the file-sharing information
transmitted from the one of the plurality of informa-
tion-processing devices, for accessing the file server
onthe basis of the location information corresponding
to the selected at least one data file, and for making a
request of the file server to transmit the selected at
least one data file.

2. The data-sharing system according to claim 1, wherein
the file server further includes reduced-image-data genera-
tion means, operated when the at least one data file includes
image data that is transmitted from the one of the plurality of
information-processing devices for generating a plurality of
reduced-image-data items of different resolutions on the
basis of the image data and for storing the plurality of
reduced-image-data items in the file-management means,

wherein the mobile terminal further includes image-repro-

duction means for reproducing and showing the plural-
ity of reduced-image-data items,

wherein the shared-information transmission means trans-

mits the location information of the registered at least
one data file, and location information and attribute
information of each of the plurality of reduced-image-
data items corresponding to the registered at least one
data file, as the file-sharing information,

wherein the transmission-request means of the mobile ter-

minal selects at least one of the plurality of reduced-
image-data items, to receive the selected at least one of
the plurality of reduced-image-data items, on the basis
of the attribute information of the at least one of the
plurality of reduced-image-data items included in the
file-sharing information transmitted to the transmission-
request means, accesses the file server on the basis ofthe
location information corresponding to the selected at
least one of the plurality of reduced-image-data items,
and makes a request of the file server to return the
selected at least one of the plurality of reduced-image-
data items.

3. The data-sharing system according to claim 2, wherein
the shared-information transmission means adds at least one
ofinformation about a resolution and information about a size
of each of the plurality of reduced-image data items to the
file-sharing information, as the attribute information of each
of the plurality of reduced-image data items.

4. The data-sharing system according to claim 2, wherein
the transmission-request means selects the at least one of the
plurality of reduced-image-data items according to at least
one of information about a production capacity of the image-
reproduction means and information about a data-storage
capacity of the mobile terminal on the basis of the attribute
information of the plurality of reduced-image data items
included in the file-sharing information transmitted to the
transmission-request means.
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5. The data-sharing system according to claim 1, wherein
the mobile terminal further includes first request means for
transmitting the file-sharing information to the other of the
plurality of information-processing devices, to make a
request of the other of the plurality of information-processing
devices to receive the at least one data file transmitted from
the file server, and the information-processing device further
includes second request means for accessing the file server, to
make a request of the file server to transmit the at least one
data file on the basis of the location information included in
the file-sharing information transmitted from the mobile ter-
minal.

6. The data-sharing system according to claim 5, wherein
the file-management means stores a plurality of data files
corresponding to one another, the data files being different
from one another in operating systems and versions thereof,
and the shared-information transmission means adds identi-
fication information to the file-sharing information, as the
attribute information of each of the plurality of data files, the
identification information identifying at least one of a respec-
tive operating system and a version that correspond to each of
the plurality of data files stored by the file-management
means.

7. The data-sharing system according to Claim 1, wherein
each of the information-processing devices further includes:

detection means for detecting the mobile terminal accord-
ing to a short-range communication scheme; and

authentication means for performing an authentication for
the mobile terminal detected by the detection means, and
for allowing for communicating with the mobile termi-
nal, when the mobile terminal is authenticated.

8. A mobile terminal which controls an operation per-
formed, to share at least one data file among a plurality of
devices, the mobile terminal comprising:

registration-request means for making a request of one of a
plurality of information-processing devices to transmit
at least one predetermined data file stored in the one of
the plurality of information-processing devices to a file
server so that the at least one predetermined data file is
registered with the file server, as an object to be used by
an other of the plurality of information-processing
devices; and

transmission-request for receiving file-sharing informa-
tion including location information and attribute infor-
mation of the registered at least one predetermined data
file, the file-sharing information being transmitted from
the file server via the one of the plurality of information-
processing devices, for selecting the at least one prede-
termined data file on the basis of the attribute informa-
tion included in the transmitted file-sharing information,
for accessing the file server on the basis of the location
information, and for making a request to the file server to
transmit the selected at least one predetermined data file.

9. A data-sharing method adapted to share a data fileamong

a plurality of devices, the data-sharing method comprising:

transmitting the data file stored in one of a plurality of
information-processing devices to a file server by using
the one of the plurality of information-processing
devices, when a mobile terminal configured to control a
data-file-sharing operation makes a request of the one of
the plurality of information-processing devices to regis-
ter the data file, as an object to be used by an other of the
plurality of information-processing devices;

storing the data file in a management region, the storing
being performed by the file server;
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transmitting file-sharing information including location

information and attribute information of the data file

stored in the management region, by the file server;

transferring the file-sharing information from the one of
the plurality of information-processing devices to the
mobile terminal after the one of the plurality of the
information-processing devices receives the file-sharing
information, the one of the plurality of information-
processing devices functioning as a transmission source
of the data file stored in the management region;

receiving the file-sharing information, selecting the data
file for a reception on the basis of the attribute informa-
tion included in the file-sharing information, accessing
the file server on the basis of the location information
and making a request of the file server to transmit the
data file by using the mobile terminal; and

transmitting the data file for which the mobile terminal
made the request from the file server to the mobile ter-
minal, after the file server reads the data file from the
management region, by the file server.

10. A data-sharing system configured to share a data file
among a plurality of devices, the data-sharing system com-
prising:

a plurality of information-processing devices which can

store at least one data file;

a file server which manages the at least one data file; and

a mobile terminal which controls an operation per-
formed, to share the at least one data file stored in one
of the plurality of information-processing devices,
wherein

the file server includes

afile-management unit configured to receive and to store
the at least one data file stored in the one of the
plurality of information-processing devices, when it
is requested that the at least one data file be registered,
as an object to be used by an other of the plurality of
information-processing devices;

a shared-information transmission unit configured to
transmit file-sharing information including location
information and attribute information of the at least
one data file stored by the file-management unit; and

a first file-transmission unit configured to return the at
least one data file stored by the file-management unit
upon receiving an instruction to select the at least one
data file stored by the file-management unit, wherein

each of the information-processing devices includes

a second file-transmission unit which transmits the at
least one data file stored in the one of the plurality of
information-processing devices to the file server upon
receiving request information transmitted from the
mobile terminal, the request information indicating
that it is requested that the at least one data file stored
in the one of the plurality of information-processing
devices be registered, as the object to be used by the
other of the plurality of information-processing
devices; and

a shared-information transfer unit which transfers the
file-sharing information to the mobile terminal, the
file-sharing information being transmitted from the
file server after the second file-transmission unit of
the one of the plurality of information-processing
devices transmits the at least one data file to the file
server, and wherein

the mobile terminal includes

a registration-request unit which makes a request of the
one of the plurality of the information-processing
devices to register the at least one data file stored in the
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one of the plurality of information-processing server so that the at least one predetermined data file is
devices, as the object to be used by the other of the registered with the file server, as an object to be used by
plurality of information-processing devices; and an other of the plurality of information-processing
a transmission-request unit configured to select the at devices; and

least one data file on the basis of the attribute infor- 5 a transmission-request unit configured to receive file-shar-
mation included in the file-sharing information trans- ing information including location information and
mitted from the one of the plurality of information- attribute information of the at least one registered pre-
processing devices, to access the file server on the determined data file, the file-sharing information being
basis of the location information, and to make a transmitted from the file server via the one of the plural-
request of the file server to transmit the selected at 10 ity of information-processing devices, to select the at
least one data file. least one predetermined data file on the basis of the
11. A mobile terminal which controls an operation per- attribute information included in the transmitted file-
formed, to share at least one data file among a plurality of sharing information, to access the file server on the basis
devices, the mobile terminal comprising: of the location information, and to make a request of the
a registration-request unit which makes a request of one of 15 file server to transmit the selected at least one predeter-

aplurality of information-processing devices to transmit mined data file.

at least one predetermined data file stored in the one of
the plurality of information-processing devices to a file I
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